
 
 
 
 

Greg Harris 
President and CEO 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum 
 

Greg Harris is in his tenth year as President and CEO of the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland, Ohio. The Museum is 27 
years old, has welcomed over 13 million visitors, and has had an 
economic impact of over $2.2 billion to the region.  As CEO, he has 

guided the organization through an era of unprecedented transformation with a focus on 
innovation to drive growth.  Under his leadership the Museum has significantly increased 
attendance, revenue, fan engagement and community impact in fulfillment of their mission to 
“engage, teach and inspire through the power of rock and roll.”  He is currently leading a $150 
million expansion of the museum with a focus on experiential activities and authentic 
experiences.  

Before joining the RRHOF, Greg spent 14 great years as a senior executive at the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, New York where he advanced from 
curating the Hall of Fame’s broadcast media collection to ultimately serving as Vice President of 
Development.  He launched and grew multiple new divisions, including establishing 
government affairs and development offices, led their earliest online collaborations, worked 
directly with inductees and created a strong national network of donors, sponsors and 
influencers.   

Greg’s passion for music stoked the shift from baseball to rock and roll. In the 1980s, he and a 
partner founded, owned and operated the legendary Philadelphia Record Exchange, a retail 
store that specializes in selling rare, used and independent records. The store mirrored and 
amplified his love of soul, blues, country, folk, punk and other forms of rock and roll. He also 
served as a road manager for a nationally touring group and played mediocre guitar in garage 
bands.  

A native of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, Greg holds a B.A. degree in history from Temple 
University, an M.A. from the Cooperstown Graduate Program for History and Museum Studies.  

  



 

 

 
Jason Schlender 
Executive Administrator, Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife 
Commission 
Member, Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Ojibwe 
 

Jason Schlender (Manidoo Noodin) is executive administrator of 
Great Lakes Indian Fish & Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC), an 
intertribal natural resources management agency in the Ojibwe 

Ceded Territory of the upper Great Lakes region. A Lac Courte Oreilles Band citizen, Schlender 
previously served as tribal administrator for the St. Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, vice 
chairman of the Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Governing Board and chairman of GLIFWC’s Voigt 
Intertribal Task Force.   

Created in 1984, GLIFWC is comprised of 11 Ojibwe bands in Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Minnesota. The tribes reserved off-reservation harvest rights to wildlife, fish, and wild plants on 
property transferred to the United States through treaties negotiated in 1836, 1837, 1842, and 
1854. Collectively, the lands and waters included in the treaties are known as the Ceded 
Territory.  

An all-seasons treaty rights practitioner, Schlender is familiar with hunting, fishing, and 
gathering areas across the Ceded Territory.  In addition, he is passionate about the preservation 
of the Ojibwe language, culture, ceremonies, a proud owner of the Green Bay Packers, an 
enthusiastic golfer, and family man.   

At University of Minnesota-Duluth, Schlender earned a master’s degree in Tribal Administration 
and Governance. He is currently pursuing a First Nations Education doctorate degree through 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.  

  



 
 
 
 

Lillian Kuri 
President & CEO, The Cleveland Foundation 
 

Lillian Kuri became President & CEO of the Cleveland Foundation on 
August 1, 2023. The Cleveland Foundation is the nation’s oldest 
community foundation with nearly $3 billion in assets and more than 
$130 million in annual grantmaking by the foundation and its donors. 

Prior to becoming President & CEO, Lillian had served as the 
foundation’s Executive Vice President & Chief Operating Officer since 2021, leading the 
development of the foundation’s strategic plan and the design execution, operations and 
community planning for the foundation’s new headquarters in MidTown.  

Lillian joined the Cleveland Foundation in 2005 as a consultant for strategic initiatives and 
officially joined the staff in 2007 as a Program Director. In 2016, she was promoted to Vice 
President, Strategic Grantmaking, Arts & Urban Design.  

Lillian has more than 20 years of experience as a nonprofit executive. Previously, she was the 
Executive Director of Cleveland Public Art and held positions as the manager for the City of 
Cleveland’s Citywide Plan as well as project coordinator for the Graduate School of Design at 
Harvard University. As the Executive Director of Cleveland Public Art from 2000-2004, she was 
responsible for the implementation of over $4 million in projects over her 4-year tenure.  

Lillian holds a Master of Architecture in Urban Design from Harvard University, as well as a 
Bachelor of Architecture from Kent State University. She is a licensed architect in the state of 
Ohio and a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) accredited professional. She 
currently serves as Chair of the Cleveland Planning Commission. 

  



 

 

 
Carmen Hardin 
Applied Forestry Bureau Director 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 

Carmen Hardin is Bureau Director for Applied Forestry at WI DNR’s 
Division of Forestry. She oversees the state’s programs in Urban 
Forestry, Forest Health, Reforestation, Forest Products, and Forest 
Economics and Ecology. She has worked for the Department for over 
20 years, and has been in her current role for the last 8 years. 

Previously Carmen was the DNR’s Forest Hydrologist, working on forestry and water quality 
issues. 

Carmen attended the University of Wisconsin-Madison, obtaining two BS degrees – Soil Science 
and Biological Conservation, as well as a MS in Environmental Planning. Her other work 
experience includes managing a 100+ acre native plant nursery, providing consulting services 
for prairie, woodland and wetland restorations, and reviewing local and state-level shoreland 
development rules and regulations. 

Carmen lives and works in Rhinelander, Wisconsin. She enjoys spending the fall out in the 
woods with her two dogs, looking for woodcock and grouse, while spring and summer are spent 
tempting native fish with a fly rod in as many streams, lakes, and rivers as possible. 

  



 

 
 
 

Patrick Doran 
Divisional Director of Strategy, Measures and Science, The Nature 
Conservancy 
 

Dr. Patrick Doran joined The Nature Conservancy in 2005 and 
currently serves as the Director of Strategy, Measures and Science for 
TNC’s five-state Midwest Division. In this role, Patrick leads a team 
that demonstrates excellence in the areas of a) Strategic Planning, b) 
Measures, Evaluation and Learning, and c) Evidence-Based Science 

and promotes a consistent approach to implementing the tenets of The Nature Conservancy’s 
Conservation by Design approach. Throughout his career at TNC, Patrick has designed and 
implemented conservation strategies in Michigan, throughout the Great Lakes region, North 
American and globally, including the African Great Lakes. He takes a cross-disciplinary approach 
and has worked in fields that address protected areas establishment and management, 
sustainable forestry, sustainable agriculture, coastal management, invasive species, fisheries 
and aquatic connectivity restoration, urban conservation, climate change adaptation, and 
underlying measures of success, monitoring and information management. Additionally, he 
focuses on communicating about the wonders of the natural world. 

Patrick earned his Ph.D. in ecology from Dartmouth College, where he studied forest bird 
populations at the Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest in the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire. Patrick also holds degrees from Indiana University (M.S./M.A.) and Villanova 
University (B.A.). He has published over 50 peer-reviewed papers on a wide variety of 
conservation topics. 

In his life outside of the Conservancy, Patrick enjoys every possible minute engaged in some 
sort of outdoor or sporting activity with his wife Heather, and their two children Griffin and 
Carly. Patrick and Heather are currently engaged in an adventure to visit every county in 
Michigan for hiking, birding, and enjoying local foods and drinks. 

  

https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/our-science/conservation-by-design/


 

 
 

Samira Malone 
Director, Cleveland Trees Coalition 
 

Samira Malone is the Executive Director of The Cleveland Tree 
Coalition, a collaborative of public, private, and community 
stakeholders partnered with the City of Cleveland to create a healthy, 
vibrant, sustainable, and equitable urban forest. Samira works to raise 
awareness of the critical need for a robust tree canopy in Cleveland 

and to generate financial support for the work of the Coalition. Her urban planner and 
environmental leader practice is rooted in racial and environmental restorative justice and 
holistic community development. Samira has her Master's degree in urban planning and 
development and her Bachelor's in urban and regional planning from Cleveland State 
University. She is also a proud graduate of the Cleveland Metropolitan School District. 

In addition to her role as Executive Director, she serves as the elected chairwoman for the City 
of Cleveland Urban Forestry Commission (UFC). The purpose of UFC is to advise the Mayor and 
City Council on policies and regulations that will increase our neighborhoods' tree canopy and 
vibrancy. Under this scope, the UFC provides advice and strategic planning on how the City can 
implement best practices to maintain and grow Cleveland's tree canopy. In addition, the UFC's 
work involves providing recommendations on policy and plans, monitoring the implementation 
of City plans, soliciting grants or funding contributions, and much more.  

Samira takes pride in being a lifelong Cleveland resident and is active in numerous community 
organizations. She loves traveling, spending time in the Cleveland Metro Parks, exercising, and 
visiting with family and friends when she has free time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Bryan Van Stippen 
Program Director, National Indian Carbon Coalition 
Member, Oneida Nation of Wisconsin 
 

Bryan Van Stippen is Program Director for National Indian Carbon 
Coalition, an initiative of the Indian Land Tenure Foundation (ILTF) 
that provides education, training and technical assistance to 
American Indian tribes, Alaska Native Villages & Corporations, Native 
Hawaiian organizations and First Nations in Canada on the 

development of carbon credit and renewable energy projects on tribal land. A member of the 
Oneida Nation of Wisconsin, Van Stippen previously served for seven years as Tribal Attorney 
for the Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Justice in Wisconsin where he was responsible for land 
acquisition and other land-related issues. He earned a Bachelors Degree in Business 
Administration and a Masters in Computer Information Systems from Tarleton State University 
in Texas. Van Stippen is a graduate of the University of North Dakota School of Law (J.D.); the 
University of Tulsa College of Law (LL.M. in American Indian and Indigenous Law); and the 
University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law (S.J.D in Indigenous Peoples Law & Policy). 
He lives with his wife and two children in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

Bryan is a representative on the Voluntary Carbon Market Initiative Expert Advisory Group, a 
Legacy Member of the  Ecosystem Service Marketplace Consortium, and a representative on 
the Bipartisan Policy Center Farm and Forest Carbon Solutions Task Force. 

  



 

 
 
 

Ridgway White 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Charles Stewart Mott 
Foundation 
 

Ridgway H. White became president of the Mott Foundation in 2015, 
as the Flint water crisis was still unfolding. White led the 
Foundation’s swift approval of a $4 million grant to help the city 
reconnect to the Detroit water system and begin the process of 
bringing clean water back to the community. He subsequently led the 

charge on Mott’s commitment in 2016 to provide up to $100 million over five years to help the 
city recover and rise from the crisis — a commitment that was fulfilled in just over four years 
and subsequently exceeded. White is a vocal champion of the Foundation’s support for a “one-
water” approach to managing the nation’s drinking water, storm water and wastewater 
systems. He is an ardent believer in the power of community foundations to be local leaders of 
positive change, both in the U.S. and around the world. He also has been the driving force 
behind the development of Mizzen by Mott, an app that aims to deliver outstanding content to 
afterschool providers nationwide at no cost to them.  

As part of White’s earlier program work for the Foundation, he also served as a loaned 
executive for the Uptown Reinvestment Corporation, a nonprofit organization focused on 
revitalizing Flint. Over the course of a decade, he oversaw the development of over 1 million 
square feet of mixed-use space, paving the way for numerous new businesses and restaurants 
to open. Notable projects included the creation of the Flint Health and Wellness District, a four-
block area that is now home to the Flint Farmers’ Market and Michigan State University College 
of Human Medicine. The Urban Land Institute Michigan and University of Michigan recognized 
the project with their Development/Redevelopment of the Year Award in 2014.  

In a spirit of social entrepreneurship, White took it upon himself to build two schools that share 
a campus in the city of Flint. The project resulted in a new state-of-the-art home for the 
Michigan School for the Deaf, which is operated by the state of Michigan, and Powers Catholic 
High School. 

  



 

 

 
Paul LaMarre III 
Port Director, Port of Monroe; President, American Great Lakes Ports 
Association 

Capt. Paul C. LaMarre III, is a third generation Great Lakes mariner 
whose lifelong freshwater legacy and industry advocacy has led to his 
recognition as a prominent leader across the Great Lakes-St Lawrence 
Seaway navigation system. Capt. LaMarre has served as the Port 
Director of the Port of Monroe, MI since 2012 and is directly responsible 

for the Port’s revival from being a dormant harbor to what is now a regarded as national example of 
seaport revival and redevelopment.  A graduate of the California Maritime Academy, Capt. LaMarre 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Marine Transportation with minors in logistics and naval 
science and maintains an unlimited USCG Deck Officers License as a Master of Towing Vessels. 

In 2013, Capt. LaMarre was appointed to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) National 
Freight Advisory Committee by Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood where he served as the sole 
representative of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway System and State of Michigan. In 2016, 
Capt. LaMarre was appointed to the USDOT’s Port Performance Freight statistics working group by 
Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx where he once again is the sole representative of the 
Great Lakes port community. 

He was also appointed by Michigan Governor Rick Snyder as Chairman of the State’s first Port 
Authority Advisory Committee which he still chairs for Governor Gretchen Whitmer. He also sits as 
a maritime advisor to the State of Michigan Commission for Logistics & Supply Chain Collaboration. 
In 2018, he was appointed to the USDOT’s Marine Transportation System National Advisory 
Committee (MTSNAC) by Secretary of Transportation Elaine Chao and in 2021 was appointed to the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s Great Lakes Pilotage Advisory Committee (GLPAC) by Secretary of Homeland 
Security Alejandro Mayorkas. 

Capt. LaMarre is also the President of the American Great Lakes Ports Association, Vice President of 
the International Shipmasters Toledo Lodge #9, Vice Chairman of the National Museum of the Great 
Lakes and a Board Member of the Great Lakes Towing Co., Great Lakes Shipwreck Historical Society, 
Marine Historical Society of Detroit, Great Lakes Seaway Shipping Online Inc. (Boatnerd.com), and 
the Great Lakes Maritime Academy. 

As a Great Lakes historian, Capt. LaMarre has received the Association of Great Lakes Maritime 
History’s Annual Award for Historic Preservation and was also named the Marine Historical Society 
of Detroit’s “Historian of the Year” in 2018 for his preservation of the S.S. Col James M. 
Schoonmaker Museum Ship. The vessel is the centerpiece of the National Museum of the Great 
Lakes which he also conceptualized and developed with the Great Lakes Historical Society. 

He has also served as pilot in the United States Navy, having logged the majority of his flight hours 
in the F/A-18 Hornet. 



 
 
 
 

 
Deborah DeLuca 
Executive Director, Duluth Seaway Port Authority 
 

Deb DeLuca has been the executive director of the Duluth Seaway Port 
Authority since 2018, and proudly embraces its mission of bringing 
business to the port, economic development to the region, and 
advocating for maritime transportation, freight and industry.  The Port 
Authority operates in the Port of Duluth-Superior, the largest port in 
the Great Lakes by tonnage, and amongst the top 20 in the nation.  

She is the first woman to lead the organization in its history.  

DeLuca has been involved in maritime, freight, and Great Lakes policy initiatives at the local, 
state and federal level in various roles including president of the Minnesota Ports Association, 
treasurer of the American Great Lakes Ports Association, chair of the Minnesota Freight 
Advisory Committee, and executive committee member of APEX, a regional economic and 
business development organization. She serves on the boards of the American Association of 
Port Authorities, Iron Mining Association of Minnesota, Green Marine and the Chamber of 
Marine Commerce and as an alternate Minnesota commissioner to the Great Lakes 
Commission.  She also serves on the advisory committees for Minnesota Sea Grant, Wisconsin 
Sea Grant, and the University of Wisconsin-Superior Transportation, Logistics and Supply Chain 
Management Program. 

Deb formerly served as Government and Environmental Affairs Director for the Port Authority 
and as a principal of DeLuca Strategies for 14 years prior to joining the Port Authority.  A 
Wisconsin native, she holds B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University Wisconsin-Madison.  She 
and her husband live, and raised their two children, in Duluth.  

  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Terrence Bowles 
President and CEO, St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation 
 

Terence F. Bowles was appointed President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation on 
November 1, 2010.  He is the third person to hold this position since 
the Management Corporation was established in 1998 to oversee the 
operations of the Canadian portion of the Seaway system. 

From 2001 to 2010, Mr. Bowles was President and C.E.O. of the Iron Ore Company (IOC) of 
Canada, whose major shareholder is the international mining group Rio Tinto.  IOC is the largest 
manufacturer of iron ore pellets in Canada, with facilities in Labrador City and Sept-Iles, and has 
a customer base covering North America, Europe and Asia.    

Following his graduation as a Chemical Engineer from Laval University in Quebec City, Mr. 
Bowles joined Quebec Iron and Titanium (QIT).  During his lengthy career at QIT, he assumed a 
series of progressively more senior assignments which culminated with his appointment as 
President.    

Along with his Engineering Degree, he obtained a Masters in Business Administration from 
Montreal’s McGill University, completed an Advanced Executive Program at the Kellogg 
Graduate School of Management in Chicago, a Strategic Leadership Program at the London 
Business School, and McGill’s Institute of Corporate Directors Program, where he received the 
ICD.D designation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

David Martin 
Owner, the CSL Group, Inc. 

David P. A. Martin is the President of Bromart Holdings and an owner 
of The CSL Group Inc. and Horizon Capital Holdings, where he also 
serves as co-President and Chief Executive Officer. He is a former 
Chair of the Board of Directors of the World Wildlife Fund (Canada) 
and is co-founder and General Partner of Capital for Aboriginal 
Prosperity and Entrepreneurship Fund (CAPE Fund). 

Mr. Martin graduated from McGill University with a Joint Honours degree in Political Science 
and History in 1997 and completed an MBA at Cambridge University in 2000. Beyond his 
professional endeavours, he values his family life as husband to Laurence Duguay and proud 
father to Ethan, Liam, and Finn. 

  



 

 
 

Brian Balridge 
Director, Ohio Department of Agriculture 

Brian Baldridge was appointed the 40th Director of the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture by Governor Mike DeWine in February 
2023. 

In this position, Director Baldridge provides leadership for the 
agriculture industry and oversees numerous regulatory, food safety, 
and consumer protection programs for the great State of Ohio. Food 

and agriculture is the No. 1 industry in Ohio, adding more than $124 billion to the economy 
each year.  

He served two terms in Ohio House of Representatives, where he represented the 90th House 
District, encompassing all of Adams and Scioto counties, as well as the eastern part of Brown 
County. During his tenure, Director Baldridge served on the House Agriculture Committee and 
advocated for programs supporting the agricultural industry. 

Director Baldridge has strong Ohio and agricultural roots. He is the seventh generation raised 
on the family farm that is still operational today. Throughout the years, he participated in, and 
has been a vocal advocate for, the 4-H community and FFA. Additionally, he was elected to 
serve on the Adams Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors, where he helped 
to direct and plan conservation efforts within the county. 

Early in life, Director Baldridge had a calling to be a first responder. During high school, he 
started serving his community as both a firefighter and paramedic volunteering for the Wayne 
Township Fire Department, and later became a career member for the Anderson Township Fire 
Department.  In 2020, he retired from Anderson Township after 25 years of service and is still a 
volunteer of the Wayne Township Fire Department in Adams County.  

As a life-long Southern Ohio native, Director Baldridge is no stranger to serving the public. He 
has served as both Adams County Commissioner and Wayne Township Trustee, prior to his 
service at the Ohio Statehouse.  

He attended Southern State Community College and Shawnee State University.  

Director Baldridge currently resides in Winchester, Ohio with his wife of 31 years, Lori. They are 
members of the Bethlehem Church of Christ. Together they have two grown children, one 
grandchild and two more on the way. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Mertz 
Director, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
 
Mary Mertz is the Director of the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources, serving since 2019 after being appointed by Governor 
Mike DeWine. In this role, Mertz is responsible for leading one of the 
state’s largest and most diverse agencies which manages more than 
800,000 acres of public land in the state’s parks, preserves, and 
forests, conserves fish and wildlife species, regulates the oil, gas and 

mining industries, and manages water and coastal resources.  

Mertz’s previous positions include First Assistant Attorney General under Mike DeWine, advisor 
to Ohio Governor George Voinovich, and legislative director for Congressman Bob McEwen.  

A native of Riverside, Mertz holds degrees from American University and George Washington 
University and earned her J.D. at The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law. In her free 
time, she enjoys sailing, hiking, and exploring Ohio’s great outdoors. 

  



 

 
 

 
Anne M. Vogel 
Director, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
 

Anne M. Vogel was appointed to be the Director of the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) by Ohio Governor Mike DeWine in 
January of 2023. Prior to her appointment, Vogel served as the Policy 
Director for the Office of Ohio Governor Mike DeWine.   
 
Vogel brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the helm of the 

Ohio EPA. While serving as the Governor’s Policy Director, Vogel was charged with 
implementing the vision for the major initiatives of the DeWine-Husted administration. Vogel 
worked on the initial creation and launch of H2Ohio, the Governor’s water quality initiative that 
brings together the Ohio EPA, Ohio Department of Agriculture, and Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources to improve Ohio’s water quality through the creation of wetlands, the reduction in 
phosphorus runoff, improving access to clean drinking water, and quality sewer systems. She 
was also Governor DeWine’s Infrastructure Coordinator, overseeing the work of multiple state 
agencies receiving funds under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.   
 
Prior to joining the DeWine-Husted administration, Vogel was Managing Director of Federal 
Affairs for American Electric Power Company, practiced law at Porter Wright and clerked for 
Judge Sargus.  
 
Vogel received a J.D. from Capital University Law School with summa cum laude distinction. In 
addition, she holds an M.B.A. from The Ohio State University.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

Congresswomen Shontel Brown 

Congresswoman Shontel M. Brown is a relentless public servant who is 
committed to delivering results for the people of Ohio’s Eleventh Congressional 
District. She was first elected to the House of Representatives in 2021 and was 
sworn in on November 4, 2021. She brings a collaborative, dynamic, and 
problem-solving approach to Congress, where she works to attract jobs that pay 
fair wages to Northeast Ohio, improve access to affordable, high-quality health 
care, ensure equity and justice for all Americans, and improve the quality of life 
of all people living in her district.    

In the 118th Congress, Congresswoman Brown is a member of the House Agriculture Committee, where she 
proudly serves as a Ranking Member on the Subcommittee on General Farm Commodities, Risk 
Management, and Credit. 

Additionally, Congresswoman Brown serves on the House Agriculture Committee's Subcommittee on 
Nutrition, Foreign Agriculture, and Horticulture. 

She also serves on the House Committee on Oversight and Reform, where she was appointed to the 
Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Energy Policy, and Regulatory Affairs. Additionally, she was selected to 
serve on the Select Committee on the Strategic Relationship Between the United States and the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

She is an active member of several Congressional caucuses, coalitions, and Task Forces. Some memberships 
include the Congressional Black Caucus, the New Democrat Coalition, the Congressional Progressive Caucus, 
the Democratic Women's Caucus, Pro-Choice Caucus, Congressional Heartland Caucus, Great Lakes Task 
Force, and Gun Violence Prevention Taskforce. A complete list of the Congresswoman's Caucuses, Coalitions, 
and Task Force membership can be found here. 

Across her career in public service, Congresswoman Brown has promised to always put the people first. She 
continues to keep this promise by speaking out and fighting for solutions on issues of importance to the 
people of Northeast Ohio. She consistently works to strengthen our public education system, improve the 
health of children and families, ensure that no American goes hungry, improve protections for Ohio workers, 
and address the poverty crisis that has plagued her district and others like it for far too long.  

A proud, lifelong Clevelander, Congresswoman Brown has served the people of Northeast Ohio for more than 
a decade. She first entered public service in 2012, when she was elected as a Warrensville Heights city council 
member. In 2014, she was elected to represent the 9th district on the Cuyahoga County Council, one of the 
most diverse in the County, with constituents in the City of Cleveland, as well as inner- and outer-ring 
suburbs. As a County Council Member, she earned a reputation as a proven and unifying leader, drawing job-
creating projects to the district, improving access to affordable health care, and supporting public education.  

Before her election to public office, Congresswoman Brown worked in the private sector as a marketing 
professional. She also founded a small business, based in Northeast Ohio, that provides technology solutions 
to regional clients. 

Congresswoman Brown currently resides in Warrensville Heights, Ohio. 

http://shontelbrown.house.gov/about/committees-and-caucuses


 
 
 
 

 
Ambassador Kirsten Hillman 
Ambassador of Canada to the United States 

Kirsten Hillman has served as Canada’s Ambassador to the United States 
of America in Washington D.C. since 2020. 

The first woman to be appointed to this position, Ambassador Hillman 
has stewarded the bilateral relationship through two administrations 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, managing a wide range of bilateral and 
global files, advocating for Canada’s interests, and advancing shared 

priorities. 

Through her twenty-five-year career with the Government of Canada, Ambassador Hillman has 
held various senior diplomatic, policy, and legal positions at home and abroad. She has played 
critical roles in negotiating important trade agreements for Canada, including the 
modernization of the North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and served as Canada’s 
Chief Negotiator for the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP). Prior to this, Ambassador Hillman practised law at the Department of 
Justice in Ottawa and at a private law firm in Montréal. 

Ambassador Hillman grew up in Calgary and Winnipeg and holds a Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Manitoba and Bachelors of Civil Law and of Common Law from McGill University. 
She also holds a Doctor of Laws – honoris causa – from the Royal Military College of Canada. 

She was recognized in the Maclean’s magazine 2022 Power List – 50 Canadians who are forging 
paths, leading the debate and shaping how we think and live – and named one of Washington’s 
most powerful women by the Washingtonian in 2021. 

She is married and is the mother of two sons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Bob Lambe 
Executive Secretary, Great Lakes Fishery Commission 

 
Bob Lambe is currently the Executive Secretary for the Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission (GLFC), a binational organization based in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. The GLFC was established by the 1955 Convention 
on Great Lakes Fisheries between Canada and the United States. The 
Commission’s primary functions include: formulation and 
implementation of a program to control invasive sea lamprey 

populations in the Great Lakes; coordination of fisheries management among eight U.S. Great 
Lakes states, Ontario, U.S. Tribal, Canadian and U.S. federal agencies, and; development and 
coordination of research in support of Great Lakes fisheries management.  

Prior to joining GLFC in 2013, Bob was the Regional Director General (RDG) for the Canadian 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Central and Arctic Region, based in Sarnia, Ontario. Bob 
also served in other senior management roles throughout his career, including Regional 
Director of Engineering with the Canadian Coast Guard, and as the inaugural Executive Director 
of the Canada-Ontario Invasive Species Centre (ISC) based in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.  

Bob holds a masters degree in business (MBA) and a degree in electronics engineering 
technology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Alexandra Leeper 
Head of Research and Innovation and Managing Director of 
International Affairs, Iceland Ocean Cluster 

Dr. Alexandra Leeper is passionate about the sustainable use of ocean 
resources.  Her role is that of a scientist intrapreneur in the blue and 
circular economies, from which she draws on diverse experiences 
from working all over the world in universities, consultancies, and at 
sea.   

Alexandra has a background in marine resources and completed an industrial doctorate in 
aquaculture and circular economy in 2021 in collaboration with Matís, Food and Biotech Iceland 
and the Norwegian University of Life Sciences.    She took on the role of Head of Research and 
Innovation at the Iceland Ocean Cluster in 2022 and stepped into the role of Managing Director 
of International Affairs in 2023.  Her work focuses on sustainable value creation and positive 
impact.  

She is committed to promote the visibility and connection of women in the startup sector and is 
herself a co-founder of Hringvarmi, an agri-tech startup that utilises waste heat for controlled 
environment food production. 

  



 

 
 

 
Erik Olsen 
Lead Great Lakes Fisheries Biologist, Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa 
and Chippewa Indians 
 

Erik Olsen has been the Lead Great Lakes Fisheries Biologist with the 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians in 
Peshawbestown, Michigan since 1991. His work has focused primarily 
on management of the Tribal commercial fishery in northern Lake 

Michigan. He represents the Tribe on numerous committees, including the 2000 Consent 
Decree-Technical Fisheries Committee where he coordinates with other Tribal, State and 
Federal biologists to oversee fishery management of the 1836 Treaty Ceded waters of Lakes 
Michigan, Huron and Superior.  

In addition, he is a member of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission’s-Lake Michigan and Lake 
Huron Technical Committees he collaborates with other Tribal/First Nations, States, Ontario 
and Federal Biologists to provide technical information on the status of the fishery stocks 
including management alternatives and evaluation of fishery management decisions across the 
two basin.  In addition, he is responsible for overseeing operation and maintenance of the 
Tribe's two commercial marinas and coordinating local double-crested cormorant and sea 
lamprey management activities for the Tribe.  

He earned his Bachelor’s Degree from Lake Superior State College prior to completing his 
Master’s Degree in Fisheries Biology at East Carolina University. He and his wife Jody have been 
married 36-years, have four married sons and six grandchildren. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Sal Peralta 
President & Chief Executive Officer, A&A Marine & Drydock 

Sal Peralta is the President and CEO of A & A Marine Foods located in 
Tilbury/Blenheim, Ontario.  A & A is a harvester and processor of the 
highest quality fish from the Great Lakes.  They sell fresh and frozen 
Yellow Perch, Walleye, Bass, Whitefish and White Perch, etc, in North 
America. His group owns three of their own fishing vessels and quota.  
The Jerry P (named after his father), the Pelee Clipper and Edith Marie 

II.  Sal is also the Vice-Chair of the Processor Group of the Ontario Commercial Fisheries’ Association, an 
organization representing the interests of commercial fish harvesters and processors on the Canadian 
Great Lakes and has been involved for approximately 10 years.   

Sal is part of a family that has been involved in the commercial fishing industry in Ontario for almost 50 
years.  Sal’s involvement in the business began in 2011 when his father bought A & A Marine and 
Drydock (now A & A Marine Foods) and he and his brother Jeff, became partners in the new business 
venture.  Him and his brother credit everything they know to their Father who gave them the knowledge 
and experience that has guided them to what they have helped develop today.  They bought a business 
that had one boat and 2 commercial fishing licences.  Today A & A has 6 boats and numerous 
commercial fishing licences, buying fish from most of the Great Lakes.  In 2018, Sal and his brother Jeff 
took over majority ownership of A & A where Sal serves as the President and CEO and, Jeff serves as the 
company’s Vice President and COO.  They credit their partners, suppliers, employees and customers for 
their continued support in growing A&A into the company it is today.  Focusing on the company’s 
commitment to high quality products and serving the needs of its’ customers, A & A is in the process of 
making a major move to a brand new state-of-the-art facility located in Tilbury, Ontario. 

Sal has a degree in Business Administration specializing in Finance from the University of Western 
Ontario in London, Ontario.  Prior to this, Sal played hockey in the OHL for 4 years playing for both the 
Windsor Spitfires and the Toronto St. Michael Majors.  While completing his business degree at 
Western, Sal played hockey for the Western Mustangs where as Captain, the team won the OUA 
Championship 2 twice.  In recognition of his accomplishments at Western, Sal was inducted to the 
Western Mustangs Wall of Fame in 2022.  Sal also played hockey professionally in the East Coast Hockey 
League for the Toledo Walleye, Kalamazoo Wings and Ontario Reign as well as experience in Europe.  
Today, Sal enjoys coaching his son Jerry’s team in AAA Hockey in Essex, Ontario for the Sun County 
Panthers.  Sal has been married 13 years to Tamara and has 2 daughters (Harper/Blayke) and 1 son 
(Jerry). 

Sal is continuously looking for new opportunities and projects that benefit his company and industry.  
He looks forward to assisting in the development of the 100% Fish Project.  This is a great way to 
optimize our industry and reduce all waste from our freshwater fish. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Anna Tanski 
Tourism Director, Great Lakes St. Lawrence Governors & Premiers 
 

Anna Tanski is the owner of an independent tourism consulting firm 
that specializes in the evaluation of destination marketing initiatives, 
strategic planning and organizational structure. Prior to starting her 
business in 2021, Anna worked for Visit Duluth, the official marketing 
organization of Duluth, Minnesota, where she spent eight years 
leading the city’s sales efforts before being named President/CEO in 

2014. During her tenure as president, she oversaw marketing initiatives that drove tourism 
revenues and visitation to record-breaking levels. Her prior experience includes 14 years with 
the Duluth Entertainment Convention Center. Anna now serves as the tourism director for two 
regional tourism marketing partnerships coordinated by the Conference of Great Lakes St. 
Lawrence Governors and Premiers--Cruise the Great Lakes and Great Lakes USA. 

In addition to 32 years of progressive leadership in the tourism industry, Anna graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin-Superior with a degree in Mass Communications. She has served on 
the Destinations International Advocacy Committee and was appointed by two separate 
Minnesota Governors to serve on the Governor’s Tourism Council. 

  



 

 
 

 
Jackie Q. Carter 
Director, Port of Milwaukee 

A lifelong resident of Milwaukee, Jackie Q. Carter has worked in the 
local non-profit and public sectors for more than 20 years. In February 
2023, Jackie was appointed by Mayor Cavalier Johnson to serve as 
Director for Port Milwaukee, a department of the City of Milwaukee. As 
Port Director, Jackie provides oversight for 20 staff across four 
functional divisions; Finance & Administration, Port Operations, 
Engineering and Trade Development. Together, Jackie and her team 

provide support to more than 20 commercial and recreational tenants in the areas of 
operational support, facility maintenance and repair, business development and marketing.  

Prior to being appointed to serve as Port Director, Jackie served in various roles in City 
government, including five years as the Finance & Administration Officer for Port Milwaukee, 
where she was responsible for all Port business operations and played an integral in helping to 
shape the department’s strategic planning efforts while serving in an advisory capacity to the 
Board of Harbor Commissioners. Jackie’s rich experience, education and commitment to service 
contribute to the foundation that she now stands on as Port Director. 

Jackie earned a Master of Business Administration with an emphasis in Public Administration 
from Concordia University. She also holds a Bachelor of Arts from Alverno College, with a 
double major in Business & Management and Professional Communication and an Associate of 
Applied Science degree in Accounting from Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC). 

Beyond the professional space, Jackie is a wife, mother, and minister who plays an integral role 
in reshaping the spiritual and socio-economic legacy of her family and community. 

  



 

 
 

Cindy Larsen 
President, Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce 
 

Cindy Larsen is President of the Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of 
Commerce. She oversees an advocacy and community development 
organization with over 1,250 members.  The Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber 
has won numerous state and national awards for overall programing and 
communications. Cindy has served on a number of regional and national 

boards and councils.  She has been involved a reinventing a waterfront community, marketing 
to the cruise ship industry and promoting the great art and great outdoors of the Muskegon 
Lakeshore.  She is a strong advocate of Michigan’s Blue Economy.   

Cindy graduated from Central Michigan University, majoring in media communications. She 
spent a number of years marketing the State of Michigan in the Michigan Economic 
Development Office before moving to the Lakeshore Chamber.  

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

Aaron Lawton 
Head of Expeditions, Viking Cruises 
 

Aaron Lawton joined Viking in early 2020 and is Head of Expedition 
Operations, working specifically with the two expedition vessels, Viking 
Octantis and Viking Polaris.  

With 25 years’ experience in the expedition cruise industry, Aaron has 
managed operations involving vessels in Antarctica, Svalbard, 

Greenland, the Canadian Arctic, Central America, South America, the UK and Ireland, Iceland, 
Eastern Canada and the Great Lakes. 

Aaron is based just north of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.  

Over the last two and a half decades in the industry, he has also been expedition leader or 
kayak guide on more than 150 expeditions to the Arctic and Antarctic, as well as many regions 
in between.  Prior to his involvement in expedition cruising, Aaron managed a canoe and kayak 
outfitting and guiding operation in the beautiful town of Killarney, on Georgian Bay, Lake 
Huron. 

Aaron is a Fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographic Society and a recipient of the society’s 
Erebus Medal. This medal was struck in celebration of the discovery of the HMS Erebus by the 
Parks Canada Underwater Archaeology Team in 2014 and presented to senior members of the 
2014 Victoria Strait Expedition (the name given to the search expedition).  Aaron was 
Expedition Leader for one of the four vessels involved in the search.   

  



 
 
 

Justin Bibb 
Mayor, City of Cleveland 
 

Justin M. Bibb is the 58th Mayor of Cleveland working to improve 
public safety, invest in neighborhoods and modernize City Hall. On 
January 3, 2022, Mayor Bibb took the oath of office as the city’s first 
millennial mayor.  

Mayor Bibb was born and raised on Cleveland’s southeast side in the 
Mt. Pleasant neighborhood. Over the past 15 years, Mayor Bibb has 

worked in government, business and the nonprofit sector as an executive and nonprofit leader. 
He started his career in public service working for President Obama when he was in the U.S. 
Senate and later at Cuyahoga County as a Special Assistant advising on education and economic 
development policies. He led the Global Cities Practice at global research firm Gallup, served as 
Vice President at KeyBank and most recently as Chief Strategy Officer at Urbanova, a startup 
focused on improving cities.  

Mayor Bibb is a proud American University alumnus with an undergraduate degree in Urban 
Studies. He completed the General Course Programme with an emphasis in Social Policy and 
Economics from the London School of Economics and is a graduate of Case Western Reserve 
University. He holds a Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Doctor of Law (JD).  

Since taking office, Mayor Bibb has successfully brought Cleveland back into the national 
conversation. For the first time in decades, Cleveland has a leadership role in the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors (USCM) and Ohio Mayor’s Alliance, prioritizing state and national 
advocacy to bring grants and partnerships home. He is an active member of the USCM Advisory 
Board, Vice Chair for Climate & Resilience on the Environment Committee, Co-Chair of U.S. 
Climate Mayors and member of the Mayor’s Against Illegal Guns coalition.  

Mayor Bibb’s vision for Cleveland is to become a national model for city management, police 
reform, and neighborhood revitalization. 

  



 

 
 
 

Chris Ronayne 
Cuyahoga County Executive 
 

Chris Ronayne is a forty-year resident of Cuyahoga County, currently 
residing in Cleveland's Edgewater neighborhood. Chris’ father, an 
Army veteran, and his mother, a small business owner, taught him 

the values of hard work, perseverance and integrity. Chris dedicated his campaign to his mom, 
who passed away after a long battle with cancer last year. 

Chris and his wife Natalie have been married for nineteen years. She currently serves as the 
Chief Development Officer for the Cleveland Metroparks. Chris spends most of his free time on 
the ice as a youth hockey coach for his two children, Audrey and Joe. 

Chris began his career in public service with the County Planning Commission where he 
developed community reinvestment plans and in Cuyahoga County government where he 
launched the Division of Employer Resources. Here, Chris saw the best of county government, 
where the private, nonprofit and public sectors worked together to achieve results. 

In 2001, Chris was campaign manager for Jane Campbell, the first woman elected mayor in 
Cleveland’s history. At the City of Cleveland, he became Planning Director, where he led 
initiatives like the Cleveland Lakefront Plan and the Euclid Corridor. As chief architect of the 
Cleveland Lakefront Plan, he and his team engaged with 5,000 residents in the visioning 
process, secured tens of millions of dollars in state and federal funds, and laid the groundwork 
for projects that have received hundreds of millions in investment. Chris then served as Chief of 
Staff and Chief Development Officer in Cleveland where he oversaw over 5,000 employees and 
managed a budget of $1.5 billion. 

For 16 years, Chris served as the President of University Circle Inc. (UCI), a non-profit 
community service corporation. Chris achieved measurable results, transforming Ohio’s 
education, medical, and cultural district into a thriving complete community. He delivered more 
than 2,500 new and renovated neighborhood homes to the area, developed after-school and 
summer programs that engaged more than 10,000 students each year, helped bring a grocery 
store to a food desert and connected small businesses to Cleveland’s arts, education and 
healthcare institutions. He stepped down from his role at UCI in 2021 to launch his campaign 
for County Executive. 

Chris is past Chair of the Canalway Partners Board of Directors, and the Port of Cleveland Board 
of Directors. In these roles, Chris was a leader on innovative projects like the Cleveland-Europe 
Express container service and the newly completed Towpath Trail. 
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