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water means 
business



Great Lakes Infrastructure Needs at a Glance
GREAT LAKES REGION INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT NEEDS ($ IN BILLIONS)
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Wastewater Infrastructure 
Need over 20 years

Drinking Water Infrastructure 
Need over 20 Years

Total Infrastructure Need 
over 20 Years

Illinois $6.537 $20.910 $27.447

Indiana $7.162 $7.520 $14.682

Michigan $2.077 $13.046 $15.123

Minnesota $2.389 $7.520 $9.897

New York $31.439 $22.766 $54.205

Ohio $14.587 $13.405 $27.992

Pennsylvania $6.950 $16.772 $23.722

Wisconsin $6.329 $8.569 $14.898

Total Regional Need $77.470 $110.496 $187.966



Social, racial, and economic justice are inseparable from 
environmental justice.

We cannot achieve our vision of a Great Lakes enjoyed by all 
when systemic racism is allowed to permeate our society 
unchecked.

ALLIANCE FOR THE GREAT LAKES, JUNE 2020
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Proposed Federal Investments

The American Jobs Plan, 
includes major water 
infrastructure commitments to 
the tune of $111 billion 
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FY 2022 President's 
Budget, proposes 
reinvestments in domestic 
programs, including water 
and an increase for the 
U.S. EPA which will benefit 
the Great Lakes 

The bipartisan infrastructure 
bill (HR 3684) contains $48 
billion in water infrastructure 
investments, including $15 
billion for lead pipes

The reconciliation bill also known 
as the Build Back Better Bill 
includes additional water 
infrastructure investments totaling 
$39.6 billion, of which $30 billion 
is for lead service line 
replacement



All Hands on Deck Approach
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Celebrate Progress and 
Invest in Programs That Work
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Our Commitments 

Advocate for 
Increased Funding at All 
Levels
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Multi-sector Coalition 
Building

Educate Key 
Stakeholders

Amplify Community Voice



Call to Action
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Support for Full Lead 
Service Line 

Replacement with 
Timelines and Delivery 

Plans

Increase Investment and 
Resources

Workforce Development 
and Public Engagement 

Share and adopt best 
practices on healthy 
water infrastructure 

implementation



Thank You

Crystal M.C. Davis
Vice President of Policy 
& Strategic Engagement
Alliance for the Great Lakes

cdavis@Greatlakes.org
www.Greatlakes.org
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Katy Hansen, Sara Hughes, Andrea Palne, and James Polidori (2021). Figure 3, pp 10. 
"Drinking Water Equity: Analysis and Recommendations for the Allocation of the State 
Revolving Funds." Environmental Policy Innovation Center.

Scarcity, disinvestment & distrust

+ Lack of trust
+ Limited capacity
+ Assistance – inaccessible, unaffordable
+ Outdated State Policy
+ The Cost of Emerging Contaminants





Community Wealth 
Building
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We define community 
wealth building as 
strategies that build 
community and individual 
assets, creating resilient
and adaptable systems to 
address social and 
economic needs.



Why this matters:
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+ Climate Migration

+ The Value of Land



Project Goals:
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+ Simplify the process
+ Create an Equitable Platform 
+ Better Communication b/t applicants and agency
+ Boost Local Capacity
+ Establish a better understanding on how Michigan water systems engage 
and utilize the SRF.



THANK  YOU!
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“Thank You” to Our Sponsors!



Platinum Sponsors



Gold Sponsors



Silver Sponsors



Silver Sponsors



Silver Sponsors



Contributors

• City of Euclid
• CSL
• Énergir
• Environmental Consulting 

& Technology, Inc.
• Friends of Henn Mansion
• Great Lakes Science Center

• Government of Canada
• Milwaukee 

Metropolitan Sewerage District
• Northeast Ohio 

Regional Sewer District
• Ohio Department of 

Natural Resources
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